
June 3, 2014 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORMAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by County Board Chairman Nathan Redland.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Steve Jacobson, LeeAnn Hall, Marvin Gunderson and Steve 

Bommersbach.  Also present was Tammy Kappes, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer, Pat Pfund, Norman County Index and 

Marijo Vik, Twin Valley Times. 

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the June 3, 2014, agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson, seconded by Commissioner Hall and on vote taken it was 

unanimously adopted to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2014 meeting with a change to paragraph 15 stating that the 

County was not able to sell the land because of restrictions on it and a lease agreement.   

 

Commissioner Gunderson gave an update on the proposed hog facility for farrowing after he had attended the 

township meeting in the proposed townships. 

 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the conditional use permit in section 19 of Flom 

Township to open a gravel pit for David Boman.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

Commissioner Gunderson also discussed the proposed resolution from the Agassiz Recreational Trail Joint 

Powers Board on disbanding the Joint Powers Board and then conveying the trail land to the County in which it is located.  

The proposed resolution was given to James Brue, Norman County Attorney, for review. 

 

Tom Knakmuhs, Norman County Engineer, presented the Norman County Highway Department annual report.  

Mr. Knakmuhs also presented the Taggart Excavating contract on SAP 54-599-061, 062 and 063 for signing.  He then 

asked who they thought should notify land owners of the County’s policy on right of way encroachment.  It was decided 

that Mr. Knakmuhs should send the letters and cc the county attorney.  He then presented the Board with the five (5) year 

construction plan.   

 

Mr. Knakmuhs then notified the Board of the resignation of Roland Atwood.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 

motion to accept Mr. Atwood’s resignation with Commissioner Bommersbach seconding the motion and all voting in 

favor.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson to allow the Highway Department to advertise for two (2) 

maintenance positions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

Commissioner Bommersbach presented the recommendation from the salary committee on a salary adjustment for 

Tom Knakmuhs so he is at the average of Region 2 Engineers.  It is their recommendation to spread the adjustment over 

four years to reach the average for this year, give him a $1500.00 increase effective 6/1/14.  He will also get the 

negotiated yearly increase.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the recommended proposal of the salary 

committee.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

Kelly Kappes, Custodian, was in with a quote for a five (5) year extended warranty on the compressor for the air 

conditioning unit.  After much discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to buy the extended warranty with 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion.  Commissioner Hall, Gunderson, Redland and Bommersbach voted for 

with Commissioner Jacobson opposing. 

 

Mr. Kappes asked if they wanted to look into additional heating for offices other than the boiler.  After much 

discussion it was tabled.  They also discussed the Auditor’s vault floor.  Commissioner Hall will contact Schmitz Builders 

to come and look at it. 

 

   



James Brue, Norman County Attorney, entered the meeting. 

 

Mr. Brue presented the Board with the Norman County Sheriff’s Office labor agreement.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to ratify the labor agreement with the Norman County Sheriff’s Office effective January 1, 2013 

through December 31, 2014.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

Mr. Brue gave an update on how the drug task force was going.  The next meeting is in mid-July.  He also gave a 

progress report on the DUI Court grant.  He will be attending training soon. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bommersbach, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and on vote taken it 

was unanimously adopted to approve a liquor and cigarette license for the Flom Pub. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bommersbach, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and upon a roll call 

vote, unanimously approved the adoption of the Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Ballot Board resolution 

(CR06-03-14-1) that authorizes the Norman County Auditor to establish an Absentee, Mail and UOCAVA Board 

effective June 25, 2014.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office. 

 

Ben Anderson, with the Extension Service, was in requesting temporary support staff because of staff shortage 

due to medical leave.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the hiring of temporary help on a need to basis for 

this year.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

James Haley, Norman County Assessor, presented a State of Minnesota grant contract for the Property Record 

Information System of Minnesota (PRISM) project in the amount of $3529.41 for signing.  Commissioner Jacobson made 

a motion, seconded by Commissioner Hall and on vote taken it was unanimously adopted to accept the grant and have the 

Chairman sign.  

 

A motion made by Commissioner Bommersbach, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and on vote taken 

unanimously approve the paying of the bills in the following amounts:  

 

  Revenue   $ 46,428.85 

  Road & Bridge  $ 20,805.92 

  Building  $   6,465.00 

  Forfeited  $   1,760.00 

  Solid Waste  $ 19,080.80 

  Ditch   $   9,607.00  

  County Homes  $      210.00 

 

  Total   $104,357.57 

 

Chairman Redland discussed a letter he had received from the Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails Commission.  

Commissioner Gunderson or Commissioner Bommersbach will attend the meeting on June 17th and get information. 

 

Adjourned for lunch and reconvened at 1:00. 

 

Dan Reynoso with the A.T. Group was in to present information on a group health insurance option.  The meeting 

was also attended by a group of County employees.  It was decided that James Brue, Norman County Attorney, would put 

together RFP’s and to then advertise for quotes for group coverage.  The Board set a special Board meeting for June 9, 

2014 at 3:00 P.M. to review the RFP’s. 

 

Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting. 

   

 

 

_____________________    ________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman                                   Tammy Kappes, Deputy      

                       Auditor-Treasurer 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


